Factor V Leiden thrombophilia dental considerations.
Factor V Leiden thrombophilia, a relatively common inherited type of hypercoagulability resulting from a mutation in the gene for factor V, has received minimal attention in the dental literature. This review examines related demographic information, risk factors, comorbidities, the thrombotic mechanism, clinical features, diagnostic measures, and medical management strategies. In addition, oral and maxillofacial sequelae and management guidelines are provided. If a patient is known to have the mutation, the clinician should review the patient's potential risk factors for development of thrombosis and ascertain whether any coagulation agents are currently being administered. The practitioner should be prepared to manage instances of prolonged bleeding. The dentist also should be aware of an overall increased risk of systemic thromboembolic events, particularly following head and neck trauma. Rarely, the factor V Leiden mutation has been associated with osteonecrosis of the jaw, usually concurrent with intake of sex hormones.